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FORTWILLIAM GOLF CLUB 

May News 

 

Welcome to our May Newsletter 

The April and May Newsletters were sent out to members by email 

via our new Club V1 System (see below). I have also posted copies 

of the two Newsletters on the club website. If you are reading this 

on the website but didn't receive the Newsletters by email, this 

would suggest that either we don't have your email address on the 

office database or the email address we have is incorrect. If this 

applies to you, please email the office ASAP to let them know your 

current email address [office@fortwilliamgc.co.uk 

 

Jim McDonnell 

Web Admin  

                                                                                                                                   

Incursions by non-members 

 

A group of lady members were recently accosted by three juvenile non-members on the first green. 

Whereas the incident wasn’t serious, we do not want a summer of interference. Could members please 

report any such incidents to the Honorary Secretary or Ladies’ Secretary in case we need to approach the 

PSNI. 

 

Many thanks 

 

Michael Graham 

Honorary Secretary 

 

Match Play Draws 

The draws for the various club Match Play Competitions have been posted on the club website. 

Finals Day is 24th September  

 

Click on the "read more" link below to access the draws 

 

Read more 

 

http://www.fortwilliamgc.co.uk/page.aspx?page_id=153
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Website changes / Club V1 System 

Our website was designed and set up in 2012, by a locally based company called 

Redback Creations, which specialises in web design and development. The website 

contained a "members only area", which could be accessed through links in the members 

menu. It was intended that sensitive information and club business documents relating 

to members only would be located there. To secure this area it was necessary to issue all 

members with a unique username and password. Members were asked to register on the 

website, so that their details could be stored in the website database. There was also a 

facility on the website for members to update the stored information if any of their 

details changed. Within the admin section of the website, there was provision for a 

newsletter to be distributed by email to members who were registered on the database.  

 

The website database is not linked to the office membership database and in practice, it 

has proved very difficult to synchronise the data between them. Some members have 

never registered on the website; others have registered but their personal details have 

not been kept up to date 

 

A few months ago, the club installed a new integrated golf & management solution, 

called Club V1. This is hosted online by a company called Club Systems. Our terminals in 

the restaurant, bar, match & handicap, pro shop and office have all been networked on 

the one platform. We now use this system to manage membership, subscriptions, 

CONGU scores and handicaps, stock control in the bar etc. There is also a facility within 

Club V1 to compile and distribute newsletters to members by email, using the office 

database, which is kept up to date by office staff.  

 

Since the Club V1 system is now being used to distribute newsletters, the various links 

referring to Newsletter Registration on the club website have been removed. Also, with 

regards the "members only area" on the website. There has been little need for this area 

as there have been very few sensitive documents issued. It has principally been used as a 

location for the club rules and bye-laws. Members often have had difficulty accessing 

these because of problems with usernames and passwords. Links to the "members only 

area" have been removed from the members' menu. The club rules and bye-laws can 

now be accessed in that menu without the need to log-in with a username and 

password.  

 

Our online tee time booking reservation system is not connected in any way to the 

website database and will continue to operate as before. This service is provided by a 

company called BRS systems. Your username is your 8 digit GUI / ILGU number (on your 

smart card). Passwords must be a minimum of 5 characters. If you forget your password 

BRS have an automated service to issue you with a new one (full details can be found in 

the tee booking area of our website 
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Course Update May 2017 

 
It is now some five weeks since opening day when I remarked to myself that I had never played our course with 

conditions so wet underfoot. What a difference five weeks can make -after we have had the driest April for 40 

years- when I now find myself hoping for some (just a little) rain. Despite the current dry conditions underfoot the 

underlying issue on the course in respect of its failing drainage remains to be solved. This and the issue of 

unserviceable bunkers remain -in my opinion- the priorities for our club if it is to retain and indeed expand its 

membership. It is to this end that I have prepared a report to Council entitled ‘Drainage Issues’ that is attached to 

this short note. I would encourage members to read it and consider the issues and possible solutions contained 

therein (Click on the "read more" link below to access this report) 

 

Fairways In the shorter term and after taking some feedback from some of our more experienced members, I can 

confirm that over the next month we will be reducing the carry from the tee boxes to the fairways on the 2nd, 4th, 

7th,10th, 13th and 14th holes. Most of these areas were spiked and sanded last Autumn in preparation for this. It 

will however likely be several years before the newer areas are of the same quality as the existing fairways. The 

broadleaf weeds have returned (dandelions and daisies to you and me) and the spraying of the fairways and 

selected rough areas have commenced. Fairway and rough fertilizer will also be applied when the weather forecast 

predicts showers. The banks to the side of certain tee boxes and the bases of trees are being treated with weed 

killer to cut down the requirement to fortnightly ‘strim’ them over the summer months.  

 

Bunkers The bunkers remain a constant headache for myself and the course manager (and of course the long-

suffering members). Of the two experiments carried out over the winter season (namely winter wheels and the 

attempt to keep the bunkers open) I would rate the first as a resounding success and the second simply as a 

mistake. This is unlikely to be repeated until a long-term solution has been implemented. The issues with the 

bunkers are long standing and the consequence of both poor design and a historic lack of investment over the 

years. The mechanical ‘bunker rake’ did improve things for a while last year but there were unintended 

consequences thereafter namely the disturbance of the foundation and drainage stones under the clay base of the 

bunkers. (Members will currently be extremely familiar with both these types of stone!) This week I have instructed 

the Course Manager to purchase more sand to increase the depth of the material between the playing surface and 

the hard pan of the worst of the bunkers. Unfortunately -due to the poor design of the bunkers- once the rains 

return any new sand will immediately begin to be washed down and away from the playing surface. The only 

solution to this issue is to remodel the bunkers to enable them to withstand the weather and also to enable them 

to be more easily maintained.  

 

Greens The good weather has meant that the greens are probably 4 weeks ahead of schedule in comparison to last 

year. They continue to be cut to a height of 4mm almost every day and rolled on a Wednesday and a Saturday 

morning. They remain our most important asset on the golf course and I would ask members to remember this 

when they see a pitch mark in need of repair. (There has also been an increase of divots being taken out of some 

greens – this has to stop.) Over the coming weeks, the greens will be lightly scarified to remove the seed heads 

from the meadow grasses which make up the surface of our greens. Jason predicts that the seed heads will appear 

as soon as the rains return. (Until the scarification process is completed the greens are likely to be slow and bumpy 

making this procedure a priority as soon as the seeds appear.) The greens will also be vertidrained using a pencil 

tine. If the weather conditions permit, these procedures will be carried out at the same time followed by a light top 

dressing with the surface rolled thereafter.  

 

Michael Tierney  

Greens Convenor 8th May 2017 

 

 

Read More  (Click to follow link) 

  

http://www.fortwilliamgc.co.uk/news_article/376.aspx
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Bridge Section 

 

Fortwilliam Bridge Club was established more than 60 years 

ago, in the early 1950's. Some of the founder members were 

Mick & Maura McAleese, Harry D'Arcy, Eileen McKenzie, Molly 

Matthews & Agnes Sloan 

  

Officers on the current committee are: 

 

Margaret Bleakley     Chairperson 

Mary Marquess          Secretary 

Heather Calwell       Treasurer 

 

There are already many members and guests who enjoy the weekly Bridge session in 

Fortwilliam.  From August through to the end of June, every Tuesday evening, Duplicate Bridge 

is played in the Shaftesbury Room on the 2nd floor of the Clubhouse. If you don’t feel like 

climbing the stairs then take the lift. Play starts at 7.30pm. 

 

We are always keen to see new players joining us. If you already have some experience of 

playing duplicate, then you and your partner may come along on any Tuesday evening. We will 

be glad to see you. 

  

Results are posted each week in the Bridge Section of the club website (Click on the "read more" 

link below) 

 

Read More 
 

 

Restaurant 

 
 

 

Happy Diners ! 

 

A range of menus, including Tuesday Night and Thursday 

Night Specials, has been posted on the website in the 

restaurant section. Click on the "read more" link below to view 

these on the website 

 

Read More 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.fortwilliamgc.co.uk/bridge-section.aspx
http://www.fortwilliamgc.co.uk/restaurant-intro.aspx
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Interclub Teams Update 

 

Ulster Cup (Manager: Donald Skeats) 

Fortwilliam had a comfortable victory in the first round against Roe Park, winning both home 

and away. The overall match score was 10.5 - 3.5 

In the second round, in absolutely horrendous conditions, our team lost the away leg 5-2 to 

Cruit Island. However, an excellent 6 -1 win by the team at Fortwilliam last Saturday, secured an 

overall 8 - 6 victory 

 

All Ireland Fourball (Manager: John Molloy) 

Fortwilliam had a comfortable win in the first round against Ashfield. The outcome of the second 

round match against Killymoon was very disappointing. We lost by the narrowest of margins. 

The overall match score finished 5 - 5, but unfortunately we lost the countback by 1 hole! 

 

Holt Shield (Manager: Paul Maguire) 

Once again, our Holt Shield team are on top form. They have won their first three matches, 4 -1 

at home to Hilton, 3.5 - 1.5 away to Knock and 5-0 home to Mahee Island 

 

J B Carr ( Manager: Pat Dobbin Snr.) 

After a comfortable 4-1 win in the first round at home to Royal Belfast, the team faced a much 

tougher test against Castlreagh Hills away. After a tense finish, we turned things around to win 

3-2. The team manager showed great composure under pressure to make a tricky 5ft putt and 

win the match.  

 

Belfast & District Cup (Manager: Chris Crangle) 

The team had a comfortable win in their first match, beating Donaghadee 5-2 away 

 

Jimmy Bruen (Manager: Eamonn Lundy) - Qualifier at Fortwilliam Sunday 7th May 

Well done to the Fortwilliam team who finished leading qualifiers 

 

Pierce Purcell (Manager: Stephen Murphy) - Qualifier at Greenisland Sunday 14th May 

Unfortunately Fortwilliam failed to qualify 

 

Senior Cup (Manager: Chris Crangle) - Qualifier at Antrim (Allen Park) Sunday 28th May 

Junior Cup (Manager: Tony Campbell) - Qualifier at Balmoral Sunday 4th June 

 

Revive Active (Manager; Teresa Ross)  

A disappointing 4-1 defeat by Greenisland 

 

Challenge Cup (Manager: Maeve McCann) 

Having narrowly lost the away leg 3-2 to Ballybofey, the team was confident they could prevail 

at home. The return match proved to be a very tense affair. Fortwilliam won 3-2 making the 

match score 5-5, but the good news is that we won the countback by 1 hole. Well done! 
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Entertainment 

 

 

Full details of the Saturday Night Entertainment programme 

for the rest of the year can be found in the Golf and Social 

Calendar on the club website (click on the "read more" link 

below) 

 

20th May - Motown Sensations  

27th May - Cut 'n' Two 

03rd June - Dimes 

10th June - Kopy Katz 

17th June - AWOL 

24th June - Shades (Captain's Day) 

30th June - Stringfellows (Ladies' Captain's Day) 

01st July - Quorum 

 

Read More (Click to access social calendar) 

 

 

Get Into Golf 

 

     

Despite the cold evening on Wed the 26th April, over 30 Ladies 

joined the Get into Golf programme under the expert tuition of Ricky 

and Chris. 

 

Putting, chipping, basic iron and wood play have been the focus for 

the first 4 weeks. For the 2nd half of the programme our members 

will assume the role of ' Golf Buddy' and introduce the Ladies to the 

delights of the practice ground and fairways. 

 

The atmosphere on these evenings has been vibrant and enthusiastic and not just when we 

reach the warmth of the lounge for refreshments! More importantly there is clear feedback this 

programme reaches out to Ladies who have been considering taking up golf but did not know 

how to start. 

 

Get into Golf requires a commitment from the club but one we hope will prove to be very 

worthwhile.  

 

Maeve Mc Cann 

http://www.fortwilliamgc.co.uk/golf-and-social-diary.aspx?view=list&date=2017/05/01&year=2017&month=5&catId=10



